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Research confirms regions driving productivity

New research from the Regional Australia Institute (RAl) showing regional Australians generate
significantly more economic output for every hour worked than their metropolitan counterparts
supports the case for greater investment in the Eyre Peninsula.

The RAI’s Regional Productivity Solutions report, released today, found regional Australia
generated $129.70 of output per hour worked in 2023-24, compared with $103.10 in
metropolitan Australia.

The RAl report includes the Eyre Peninsula as a national case study in regional productivity,
describing it as a resource-based, export-oriented economy where more than half of economic
output is exported.

This case study highlights the region’s success in lifting productivity through technological
adaptation in dryland agriculture and a shift towards higher-value fishing species, as well as the
important role played by research institutions such as the Minnipa Agricultural Centre.

EPLGA President Mayor Dean Johnson said this reflected the innovation and resilience that had
long characterised the region.

“As a region we have fertile agricultural land, incredibly productive marine environments,
significant mineral deposits and some of the best renewable energy resources in the country,”
said Mayor Johnson.

“The RAIl report specifically recognises the world-leading practices and research that have
allowed Eyre Peninsula agriculture to remain productive despite decades of water scarcity and
challenging environmental conditions.”

In addition to water security, the RAl case study also identifies challenges including degraded
road networks, energy reliability issues, digital exclusion and delays in workforce-enabling
infrastructure such as childcare as barriers to the Eyre Peninsula’s future productivity and
growth.

Regional Development Australia Eyre Peninsula Chair Sue Chase AM said these findings
strongly reinforced the region’s message to state and federal governments.

“Our problem isn’t a lack of opportunity, it’s almost the opposite. We have around $25 billion
worth of projects in the pipeline, and more economic opportunity than our existing
infrastructure, housing and workforce can currently support,” Ms Chase said.



“The RAI has effectively identified the same bottlenecks we see on the ground every day: water,
transport, energy, telecommunications and the services needed to attract and retain a
workforce.

“These constraints don’t operate independently. A business considering an investment needs
water and power, but it also needs reliable freight connections, telecommunications, housing
and workers who can access childcare and health services.

“That is why regional investment needs to be coordinated and place-based rather than
delivered through disconnected programs.”

Mayor Johnson said the report provided governments with a clear opportunity to unlock further
economic growth.

“Businesses want to invest and expand on the Eyre Peninsula, and the opportunities in
agriculture, aquaculture, mining, manufacturing, renewable energy and emerging industries are
enormous,” Mayor Johnson said.

“We’re not asking state and federal governments for a handout. We’re asking them to recognise
what this research demonstrates, that targeted investment in productive regions like the Eyre
Peninsula can remove the barriers to private investment and deliver a return for the entire
country.”
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