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Tourism Talk June 2026

Welcome to the June Tourism Talk Newsletter! 

Winter has arrived, bringing both challenges and reasons for optimism. While

the algal bloom, fuel prices and cost-of-living pressures continue to impact

confidence and travel decisions, our messaging will focus on the fact that our

region remains open, welcoming and full of memorable winter experiences.

With SATC’s winter campaign shining a light on South Australia’s seasonal

appeal, the arrival of the giant cuttlefish and whales, crisp coastal days, winter

fires, beautiful unique stays and warm local hospitality will all provide

compelling reasons for visitors to explore the Eyre Peninsula this winter.

In this issue:

Upcoming South Australian Tourism Conference 16-17 June.

Join SATC's winter marketing campaign (free). 

SATC's Experience Development Program (in region this year).

RAA App.

Test the Explore South Australia App for your business.

Nominations open - SA Tourism Awards.

Regards

Kelly Tape (Regional Tourism Manager)

View the South Australian Tourism Conference Program

You Can Be Part of SATC's Winter Marketing Campaign

The South Australia
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Tourism  Commission (SATC) are

inviting operators to create whatever

simple winter joy you can offer to be

part of the  The Simple Pleasures

Guide to Winter'. 

By creating an offer via your ATDW

listing, you'll feature in SATC's multi-

channel campaign. It's free to

participate and will just take some

creativity and a moment to update

your listing. 

The campaign is designed to showcase offers only available during the cooler

months across South Australia to drive demand in the quieter months. 

Leverage SATC's marketing efforts, update your ATDW listing with a winter deal

or offer and they'll do the rest!   Find out more here (scroll down to find the

ATDW link and campaign guide). 

Experience Development Program - EOI Opens Soon

Eyre Peninsula tourism operators are

encouraged to apply for the South

Australian Tourism Commission’s

Experience Development Program. 

This free, practical program is

designed to support new and

emerging tourism operators, as well

as existing tourism and

accommodation businesses wanting

to create, refresh or strengthen a

distinctive bookable visitor

experience.

Expressions of Interest Open: 15 June

– 5 July 2026

Module 1: Tuesday 11 August 2026

Module 2: Tuesday 15 September

2026

Location: Eyre Peninsula, location to

be confirmed

South Australian Tourism Commission Fuel Bulletin

Register for the SATC fuel updates

here.

You'll find out latest news and keep

up to date with the relevant industry

tools and resources available in

response to the fuel crisis impacts on

tourism businesses. 

RAA App - A tool To Give Visitors Confidence

The State Government has partnered
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with the RAA on its fuel pricing app to

provide more data about fuel

availability.

You can encourage customers to use

this to plan their trips with certainty.

Contact me if you'd like  graphics for

your social media or to include with

booking information.

Explore South Australia App - Test for Your Business

As operators I encourage you to  test

the South Australia App to ensure

your business is showing up when

you search a question  relevant to

your business, for example

'accommodation near me'.  

It will be more important than ever

for operators to be listed on

Australian Tourism Data Warehouse

so that you can be found on this

App! Find out more here.

If you have any problems with the App not recognising your business please

get in touch with me to rectify (noting you must have an ATDW listing to be

showcased via the App). 

2026 SA Tourism Awards - Nominations Closing Soon

Nominations for the 2026 South

Australian Tourism Awards are

officially open with 26 business

categories and 2 individual categories

to choose from. The Awards celebrate

and acknowledge tourism businesses

that have demonstrated outstanding

achievements and success

throughout the year.

Nominations Close (Categories 1-26):

Wednesday 10 June

Submissions Due (Categories 1-26): Tuesday 11 August

Nominations & Submissions Due (Categories 27-28): Monday 21 September 

You can find a recorded information session and more information here.

AI Workshops - Port Lincoln & Streaky Bay

RDAEP delivered two AI workshops

with AOK Marketing at Port Lincoln

and Streaky Bay in  May. The

workshops provided a practical

introduction to what AI is, how tools

like ChatGPT work, where businesses

may already be using AI, and where

they can fill gaps with AI to find

efficiencies. A total of 27 people

attended, wtih great feedback about
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applying their learnings  to their

business operations. Thank you to

Simone Douglas from AOK Marketing.

WORKSHOPS / CONFERNECES

Short Term Accommodation Association Event

A free in person industry event

bringing together South Australia’s

short-term rental accommodation

(STRA) industry to discuss the key

issues impacting the industry,

including proposed regulatory and

cost changes across the state.

Monday 15 June 2026 at 5.30pm,

Adelaide (details provided after

registration). Free, but registration

required.

Connect with local STRA owners and operators, hear the latest industry

updates, learn more about the Short Term Accommodation Association

Australia's advocacy efforts and network with others in the STRA industry.

This event is open to everyone in SA who own or operate STRA. Register here.

SA Tourism Awards Excellence Ready Sessions

Each  Excellence Ready  session provides entrants with necessary tools and

insights to build compelling and competitive submissions. These sessions are

designed to guide you through key tips on ensuring your entry not only meets

but exceeds expectations.

Excellence Ready - Exploring Customer Service improvements and

initiatives. Wednesday 3 June 2026, 11.00am - 11.45am. Register here.

Excellence Ready - Share your Sustainable & Responsible Business

Practices. Tuesday 9 June 2026, 1.00pm - 1.45pm.  Register here.
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Connect Learn Network Regional Event

Connect, Learn and Network is a free

event series for small and family

businesses across regional South

Australia, running from May to July

2026.

Delivered by the Office for Small and

Family Business, each event gives

you access to program information,

local services and contacts from your region.

Attendees can meet their Business Support Officer, network with other local

businesses and connect with support organisations.

Register here for the Port Lincoln event. Port Lincoln Hotel, Wednesday 22 July,

4.00pm - 5.30pm.

Australian Regional Tourism Convention 2026

Registrations are open for the 2026

Australian Regional Tourism

Convention, taking place at

Saltwater, Busselton (WA) from 20–23

October 2026.

This year’s theme, Leadership in

Regional Tourism Communities, will

explore how strong leadership can

guide regional tourism through

change and opportunity. Find out

more and register here.

REPORTS OF INTEREST

Tourism Australia's Top 30 Markets

Tourism Australia's deep dive report

into the top 30 markets has just been

released. The main themes are

opportunity for growth, rising

competition, the importance of

aviation access, and the need to keep

Australia feeling good-value and easy

to choose. It also points to different

markets needing different

approaches, rather than a one-size-

fits-all strategy. Overall, the outlook is

positive, but growth depends on

staying visible, accessible and

compelling. You can find the report here.

ABS Latest Visitor Arrival Report

The Australian Bureau of Statistics

has released the latest visitor

arrival  report.  Australia welcomed
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Kelly Tape

Regional Tourism Manager

kelly.tape@rdaep.org.au

5 Adelaide Place
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08 8682 6588
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more than 9.1 million visitors in the

past year, which is 10% more than

the previous year. This growth was in

the leisure sector, which reached 7.1

million (+10.8%) and has recovered

to 2019 levels. Holiday travel had a

standout performance, jumping

13.7% to 4.1 million arrivals. In

March, Australia saw a 7.6% increase

in visitors compared to March 2025.

BUSINESS / COMMUNITY INFORMATION

AusAlert Test 20 June 2026 - Port Lincoln

A new national emergency messaging

system called AusAlert is being

trialled in Port Lincoln this June.  On

Saturday, 20 June 2026, people in

and around Port Lincoln may receive

a ‘Priority Alert’ test message on

compatible mobile devices. A broader

national test will follow on Monday,

27 July 2026, when compatible

devices across Australia may receive

a ‘Critical Alert’ that can sound and

vibrate even if phones are on silent or

do-not-disturb.

The trial is designed to help

communities understand what

emergency alerts look and sound

like.  No action is required when

test messages are received.

Community members, organisations,

businesses, clubs and service

providers connected to the Port Lincoln region are encouraged to complete a

short questionnaire to help support local preparation for the trial and future

rollout of AusAlert.

Community Questionnaire – AusAlert – Fill out form
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