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Eyre Peninsula Tourism Talk January 2026

Welcome to 2026!

| hope the season has been busy in all the best ways for our tourism operators,
and that everyone else has enjoyed a well-earned break.

This is a short update to start off the year - knowing that many of you
are extremely busy accommodating, hosting and servicing visitors across our
region.

There are a few important things | want to provide information about:

1. Tunarama Festival 16 - 18 January 2026 in Port Lincoln.

2. Community and industry survey for the EP's new Destination Management
Plan extended until 1 February.

3. A 'new look' suite of Tourism Industry Capability Programs will be delivered
through SATC in 2026.

4. Note the showcase opportunity at this year's Caravan, Camping & Outdoor
Show, the Booking.com travel predictions webinar, marketing workshop
opportunity in Port Lincoln and Destination Australia registrations are now
open.

Regards

Kelly Tape (Regional Tourism Manager)

Bendigo Bank Tunarama Festival 2026

The 'Taste of Eyre Gala Dinner' has had fantastic uptake and is now sold out,
but there are still tickets available for 'Rock the Bay' which will be held on 17
January at Centenary Oval at tunaramafestival.com.au

You can also find the festival program and a list of the events that will be
happening from Thursday January 15 on the same website.
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Encourage family and friends to come along and be part of this iconic local
event which showcases everything locals and visitors love about Tunarama,
including the legendary Tuna Toss, the Street Parade and a feast of new

experiences!
FIND MORE TUNARAMA INFORMATION HERE

Shape the Tourism Industry on Eyre Peninsula - Survey

This survey is open to anyone wanting to have a say about the future of
tourism in our region. The results will contribute to a new Destination
Management Plan which will set priorities that ensure our local communities,
businesses, and attractions thrive into the future.

If you were unable to attend a workshop, this is a great way to have input and
help shape the tourism industry on Eyre Peninsula. | encourage you as
operators and members of the tourism industry to take 15 minutes over a
cuppa to provide your thoughts. Priorities can only be shaped around the
feedback we are given. Click on the button to complete the survey.

Please make sure to have your say by 1 February.

START SURVEY HERE

South Australian Tourism Industry Capability Programs

What operators need to know:

In 2026, the South Australian Tourism Commission will deliver a refreshed suite
of Industry Capability Programs to support tourism businesses. Two programs
have been split into four and will focus on:

» Improving experience quality

» Strengthening digital and marketing capability

» Supporting businesses to become market and trade ready

Tourism 101 - NEW

Best for: New and emerging tourism businesses, or businesses considering
entering tourism

» Short, in-region sessions introducing the tourism landscape, opportunities
and support available

« Strong focus on local networking and industry connection

» Open registration (limited only by venue capacity)

» Free to attend

Experience Development Program (EDP) - Updated

Best for: Operators wanting to design or refresh a distinctive, bookable
experience

« Small group, hands-on workshops focused on experience design and
pathway to market

» Ideal for businesses without an existing bookable product, or those
developing innovative new experiences

» Delivered in-region over two workshop days
» Free, but application required (limited places)
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Marketing Mentoring Program (MMP) - NEW
Best for: Existing tourism businesses with a bookable product

» Builds practical marketing capability across the customer funnel

» Covers websites, social media, ATDW, channel management and digital
marketing fundamentals

» Small group mentoring with peer learning
» Free, application-based (operators to cover the cost of travel to/from
Adelaide for module 1 & 2)
Distribution Ready Program (DRP)

Best for: Established operators ready to work with trade and international
markets

» Advanced program covering pricing, commissions, distribution and
working with trade

» Includes a business to business (B2B) trade event and pitch opportunity
with Tourism Australia in Sydney

» Requires an existing bookable product, channel manager and at least 12
months of operation

» Operator participation fee applies (goes toward travel and
accommodation costs for the Sydney component)

» Operators to cover the cost of travel to/from Adelaide for module 1 & 2,
SATC will coordinate and cover flights and accommodation associated
with module 3

If you are interest in any of the above programs via the button below and
provide me with an indication of what program you are interested in learning
more about.

More information to follow as program dates are announced in February.

EXPRESS YOUR INTEREST HERE IN ONE OF THE ABOVE PROGRAMS

EVENTS & LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

SA Caravan Camping & Outdoor Show - New Meet &
Experience Area - Are You Interested In Participating?

South Australia’s Caravan, Camping
& Outdoor Show returns from 25
February to 1 March, and this year
will feature a new Meet & Experience
Area within the Tourism Pavilion.

Lets

CARAVAN
CAMPING

& OUTDOOR

This area is designed to inspire
visitors planning their next road trip
or getaway. It will give tourism
operators, events and regional

experiences the opportunity to
26 FEB -2 MAR o showcase destinations, stories,
0T l—'l B itineraries, tgstmg;, demonstrations
m-o—o*-ﬂ ~*.l o o or Q&A sessions directly to an

engaged audience.

Non-exhibitors are able to book a

session without holding a stand. For
those unable to attend in person, pre-recorded videos can be featured during
the show. Operators interested in being involved are encouraged to reply with
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a brief outline of their proposed presentation to Courtney
Gautesen Courtney@caravanandcampingsa.com.au

Travel Predictions 2026 Report Webinar

Kick off the new year with fresh
insights at a free online webinar as
Booking.com unpacks its Travel
Predictions 2026 report. This session
will explore the key global travel
trends shaping visitor behaviour in
2026 and what they mean for South
Australian tourism businesses,
including opportunities for regional
operators. From highly personalised
travel experiences to emerging Al tools driving efficiency and reach, the
webinar will help operators better understand future guests and tap into new
opportunities.

The webinar will be held via Zoom on Tuesday 20 January 2026, 10.00-
11.00am. Registration is free, and the link will be provided upon sign-up.

Register here.

Building Your Marketing Roadmap

If your marketing feels scattered,
RDAEP’s Building Your Marketing
Roadmap workshop will help you turn
ideas into a clear, focused plan you
can actually follow. In this practical
three-hour session, participants will
create a one-page marketing
roadmap that provides clarity on
priorities, helps cut through what’s
not working, and builds confidence in
how to spend time and budget.

The workshop will be held 9.00am-
12.00pm on 4 February 2026 at the Best Western, Port Lincoln, with a cost of
$15 per person. Designed for small business owners wanting more sales
through a simple, achievable plan. For more information contact Tamsin Scholz
at tamsin.scholz@rdaep.org.au or 0498 826 453 or register here.

Destination Australia Registrations Open

Registrations for Destination Australia
2026 are now open. The event will
G i take place on Thursday 19 March at

A * Centrepiece Melbourne Park. The

AUStralla theme for 2026 is 'Accelerating future
Melbourne / Narrm 2026 growth, competitiveness, and

sustainable tourism'and as always, a
range of topics will be covered
including aviation, sustainability,
marketing and distribution trends,
market insights and much more.

Register here.



https://ticsa.com.au/events/events-calendar/#!event/2026/1/20/what-8217-s-driving-travellers-8217-decisions-in-2026-the-latest-travel-trends-from-booking-com
https://events.humanitix.com/building-your-marketing-roadmap-from-ideas-to-action-1
https://events.tourism.australia.com/destination-australia-2026/participation-options-and-registration
mailto:Courtney@caravanandcampingsa.com.au
https://ticsa.com.au/events/events-calendar/#!event/2026/1/20/what-8217-s-driving-travellers-8217-decisions-in-2026-the-latest-travel-trends-from-booking-com
https://ticsa.com.au/events/events-calendar/#!event/2026/1/20/what-8217-s-driving-travellers-8217-decisions-in-2026-the-latest-travel-trends-from-booking-com
https://events.humanitix.com/building-your-marketing-roadmap-from-ideas-to-action-1
tel:0498 826 453
https://events.humanitix.com/building-your-marketing-roadmap-from-ideas-to-action-1
https://events.tourism.australia.com/destination-australia-2026/
https://events.tourism.australia.com/destination-australia-2026/participation-options-and-registration

Kelly Tape 5 Adelaide Place

Reqi | Touri M Port Lincoln SA 5606
egional Tourism Manager 08 8682 6588

kelly.tape@rdaep.org.au T
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