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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AUSTRALIA EYRE PENINSULA 

Media Release: Eyre Peninsula 
Operators Secure Funding Through 
Experience Nature Tourism Fund 
2 December 2025   

  

 
Regional Development Australia Eyre Peninsula (RDAEP), the region’s tourism organisation, congratulates two 

local tourism projects that have been successful in the latest round of the South Australian Government’s 

Experience Nature Tourism Fund (ENTF). Seventeen grants were awarded in this round, with Eyre Peninsula 

recipients Coffin Bay Tourism Association and Ancient Land Tours among those funded. 

The ENTF, now fully allocated, has invested $2 million into 63 projects statewide, representing almost $3.5 

million in combined project value. Grants of $10,000 to $50,000 aim to strengthen tourism experiences in and 

around South Australia’s parks and marine environments, helping to showcase the state’s natural landscapes 

and encourage deeper visitor engagement with important natural and cultural assets. 

The Coffin Bay Tourism Association will use its funding to install 14 new interpretive signs throughout Kellidie 

Bay Conservation Park, Thorny Passage Marine Park and Coffin Bay National Park. Each sign will feature QR 

codes directing visitors to digital content, imagery and interpretive information via the Coffin Bay Tourism 

website—enhancing visitor understanding and connection to the region. 

Ancient Land Tours has been awarded funding to purchase a new trailer, boosting operational capacity and 

enabling tours to access remote areas of the Far West Coast. The grant also includes marketing support to 

help promote new itineraries and grow visitation. 

“These grants are a fantastic boost for our local tourism operators, enabling them to enhance visitor 

experiences while showcasing the natural beauty and cultural significance of the Eyre Peninsula. It’s great to 

see innovative projects coming to life that will benefit both visitors and our community," said Ryan Viney, CEO 

RDAEP. 
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“The new interpretive signage will give visitors a richer understanding of our unique parks and marine 

environments. We’re excited to connect people with the stories and landscapes that make Coffin Bay so 

special,” said Cory Bernardi, President of the Coffin Bay Tourism Association. 

"The funding allows us to expand our tours to more remote areas of the Far West Coast and share the beauty 

of this region with more visitors. The marketing support will also help us reach new audiences and grow our 

business sustainably," said Steve Milner, Owner, Ancient Land Tours. 

“These successful projects highlight the ongoing strength of nature-based tourism on the Eyre Peninsula and 

the commitment of local operators to enhancing visitor experiences. They also align with Tourism 2030’s focus 

on developing unique, high-quality experiences and RDAEP’s Strategic Plan objective to grow the region’s 

visitor economy sustainably. By investing in interpretive signage, expanded tours, and innovative marketing, 

these projects support both visitor engagement with South Australia’s natural and cultural assets and the 

region’s long-term tourism growth,” said Ryan Viney, CEO, RDAEP. 
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Ancient Land Tours: Ancient Land Tours or Steve Milner 0402 884 121 

Coffin Bay Tourism Association: Visit Coffin Bay or Cory Bernardi 0400 155 290 
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