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On Friday 7 November, South Australia’s tourism industry came together to celebrate business excellence and
outstanding achievement at the 2025 South Australian Tourism Awards Gala Dinner. The Tourism Industry
Council South Australia (TiCSA) with the support of the South Australian Tourism Commission, honour the
state’s leading tourism businesses, events, and individuals who exemplify innovation, sustainability, and
exceptional visitor experiences.

This year, the Eyre Peninsula once again proved its place as one of South Australia’s premier tourism regions,
boasting seven category finalists and taking home two gold medals, three silver medals, and one bronze
medal.

“This is an outstanding result for our region and a testament to the commitment, creativity, and resilience of
our tourism operators,” said Ryan Viney, CEO of Regional Development Australia Eyre Peninsula (RDAEP). “The
Eyre Peninsula continues to excel on the state stage, delivering visitor experiences that are authentic,
innovative, and strongly connected to our region’s identity. These achievements highlight the strength of our
operators and communities and their ongoing commitment to sustainable tourism growth.”

2025 South Australian Tourism Awards — Eyre Peninsula Winners and Finalists:

Festivals and Events
GOLD — Streaky Sounds

Visitor Information Services
GOLD — Whyalla Visitor Centre
SILVER - Port Lincoln Visitor Centre

Tourism Marketing & Campaigns
SILVER — Kimba — A Community to Shout About



3-3.5 Star Accommodation
SILVER — Coodlie Park Eco Retreat

Ecotourism
BRONZE — Coodlie Park Eco Retreat

Outstanding Contribution by an Individual or Group
WINNER — Geoff & Irene Scholz, Gawler Ranges Wilderness Safaris

Young Achiever Award
WINNER — Manny Katz, Eyrelab

Streaky Sounds, held in Streaky Bay, took out Gold in the Festivals and Events category. The festival blends big-
city production with small-town charm, celebrating music, community, and the natural beauty of the Eyre
Peninsula. Featuring local and national artists, regional food and drink, and on-site camping, the event drives
tourism, supports local businesses, and reinvests profits back into the community.

“We're incredibly proud that Streaky Sounds has been recognised with this award,” said Mayor of Streaky Bay,
Travis Barber. “It’s more than a festival — it’s a celebration of who we are as a community. From the volunteers
and local vendors to the visiting artists and audiences, everyone contributes to showcasing Streaky Bay and
the Eyre Peninsula.”

The Whyalla Visitor Centre, operated by Whyalla City Council, was also awarded Gold in the Visitor
Information Services category. The Centre is the beating heart of Whyalla's visitor experience, where a
passionate team goes beyond providing information — sharing Whyalla’s past, present, and future with pride
and care, guided by values of teamwork, pride, and excellence. “This recognition is a reflection of the hard
work and dedication of our Visitor Information Centre team,” said Mayor of Whyalla, Phill Stone. “They
embody the spirit of Whyalla, welcoming visitors with genuine hospitality and enthusiasm, and helping shape
positive first impressions of our city and region.”

The Outstanding Contribution Award was presented to Geoff and Irene Scholz of Gawler Ranges Wilderness
Safaris, recognising nearly four decades of dedication to sustainable tourism and conservation. Their business
has set benchmarks for eco-friendly practices while offering world-class nature experiences in the Gawler
Ranges.

The Young Achiever Award went to Manny Katz of Eyrelab in Coffin Bay, whose passion for marine
conservation and innovative approach to ocean-based tourism have made him one of South Australia’s
emerging tourism leaders.

RDAEP also extends its congratulations to all Eyre Peninsula finalists who represented the region across
multiple categories. Their innovation, professionalism, and commitment to delivering exceptional visitor
experiences are helping to strengthen and diversify the Eyre Peninsula’s tourism offering.

“Every finalist plays a vital role in elevating the profile of our region,” said Ryan Viney. “Their dedication
inspires others, builds momentum, and showcases the Eyre Peninsula as a destination of choice for travellers
seeking authentic and memorable experiences.”

Category winners (1 — 26) will represent South Australia at the 2025 Qantas Australian Tourism Awards in

Fremantle, Western Australia, in March 2026.




“We are immensely proud of all the Eyre Peninsula finalists and winners,” added Ryan Viney. “Their success
showcases the depth of talent and innovation within our region’s tourism sector. Together, they are helping to
shape a vibrant, resilient, and sustainable tourism future for the Eyre Peninsula.”

RDAEP extends its congratulations to all award winners and finalists and wishes the South Australian
representatives every success as they progress to the national awards.

Photographs available.
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Media Contact
Ryan Viney, CEO/Director Regional Development
Regional Development Australia Eyre Peninsula

Phone: 0407 976 156

Email: ryan.viney@rdaep.org.au
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