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Media release

National recognition for RDA Eyre Peninsula’s
leadership on regional housing

10 November 2025

Regional Development Australia Eyre Peninsula (RDAEP) has been recognised for its work in assisting to
unlock more housing supply across the Eyre Peninsula, receiving the Investing in Industry and Local
Economies Award at the National Regional Development Australia Forum in Canberra on 5-6 November. One
of only four awards presented nationally.

Regional Development Australia Committees (RDAs) are an Australian Government initiative, with a national
network of 50 Committees (incorporated associations) that bring together all levels of government, business,
industry, community groups and individuals to grow economic opportunities and enhance the development of
Australia’s regions. RDAs have an active and facilitative role in their communities with a clear focus on
growing strong and confident regional economies by facilitating economic opportunities and attracting
investment.

The award acknowledges the Eyre Peninsula Housing - Infrastructure Challenges and Options paper, which
highlights the urgent need for innovative and practical responses to the region’s housing shortage. Prepared
by consultants URPS, the paper gives decision-makers a clear view of the constraints facing residential
development on the Eyre Peninsula and canvasses both existing and alternative infrastructure delivery tools
to bring forward enabling works and build investor confidence.

Like much of Australia, the Eyre Peninsula faces a housing crisis, driven by a lack of affordable housing - types,
styles, quality and quantity. Despite strong and growing demand, the market was not responding to meet the
region’s housing needs. While this challenge is prevalent nationwide, the cause of market-fail varies from
region to region and project to project. The lack of housing to accommodate workers on the Eyre Peninsula is
particularly acute given the region is earmarked for significant growth.

“To provide key policy and decision-makers with locally sourced and evidence-based intelligence, RDAEP
commissioned the Eyre Peninsula Housing - Infrastructure Challenges and Options Paper. This Paper used
detailed regional case studies to identify the causes of market-failure and recommended targeted
interventions to unlock residential land to accelerate housing delivery for critical workers.
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The Paper’s case studies ultimately demonstrated to key policy and decision-makers the true cause of market-
failure on the Eyre Peninsula leading to over S3 million in targeted State Government funding to support the
provision of critical infrastructure linked to housing developments”. Said RDAEP CEO Ryan Viney.

This investment de-risked projects for developers by addressing a critical land economic issue (high
infrastructure provision) which was preventing developments from proceeding.

“To be rewarded for the work undertaken by RDAEP and the fact it was announced nationally at the Regional
Development Australia Annual Forum in Canberra is a fantastic outcome for our region. This Award puts Eyre
Peninsula on the map — in front and centre of all the RDA’s and will hopefully translate into more housing
projects accessing State and Federal Government funding to make them financially viable to meet the
demand.” Said RDAEP Chair Sue Chase.

RDAEP will continue collaborating with councils, industry and developers to bring forward housing supply to
meet the region’s growing workforce.

Media Contact
Ryan Viney, Chief Executive Officer, Regional Development Australia Eyre Peninsula
Phone: 0407 976 156

Report for background information Eyre Peninsula Housing Infrastructure Challenges and Options Paper

Photo available attached.
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https://www.rdaep.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Infrastructure-Challenges-and-Options-Paper-Final.pdf

