
RDSA	  Communiqué	  	  |	  Q3	  October	  2019	   1	  

October	  2019	  
	  

	  
REGIONAL	  DEVELOPMENT	  AUSTRALIA	  –	  SOUTH	  AUSTRALIA	  

Quarterly RDSA Communiqué	  
	   	  

Adelaide	  Hills/Fleurieu	  &	  Kangaroo	  Island	  

• Mount Barker Wastewater Reuse - RDA AHFKI are building a business 
case with the assistance from Dougal McOmish 
(EcoAdvisory), targeting high value, labour-intensive horticulture 
crops. To date we have captured the required climate data, water 
quality data, land availability and potential growers and investors. 
RDA’s role in the project is expected to reach closure before the end 
of 2019, seeing first plantings in winter 2020 and in full time over 140 FTE 
for the Mt Barker District Council area plus an additional over 80 FTE in 
the broader economy. 

 
• Investment Attraction Project (Middle East North Africa) - Continuing 

work for an inbound delegation from Qatar and UAE. The main focus 
is on fresh produce, but interest is also in other industry sectors. We will 
arrange one on one meetings once the final delegation members are 
known and work re identifying participating businesses. Australian 
Embassy in Qatar has formally sent invitations out to chairman of 
Qatar Chamber of Commerce inviting the Chairman and senior 
members for Qatar Chamber of Commerce and their members to visit 
Adelaide and South Australia. We are intending an outbound 
delegation in November 2019 with a full program to come. 

 
• Fleurieu Study Hub - RDA AHFKI are leading this project to establish a 

study hub at Victor Harbor with the aim to deliver courses that bolster 
the local skills pool relevant to demands of the local economy, retain 
young people in the region, and provide study options for people 
who don’t have the option to travel or move to a city to study. A high 
level of willingness is evident from all stakeholders. 

 
	   	  

Barossa	  	  

• Barossa Think Tank Workshops:  RDA-BGLAP led the Barossa Think Tank 
workshop facilitated by Professor Laura Lee, thought leader and 
former Thinker in Residence on Integrated Design. Using a systems 
design approach, 160 people from food, wine, tourism, community 
and local government set the direction and strategy for RDA’s next 
Regional Roadmap 

 
• Wine Industry Impact Review: RDA – BGLAP in partnership with Barossa 

Grape and Wine Association (BGWA) undertook a review of the wine 
industry sector to understand trends for wine production, export, and 
the economics underlying the future of the wine industry. The review 
engages the opportunities and challenges for the wine industry over 
the next decade to guide strategy and investment. 

 
• Barossa Region Water Forum: Securing imported water sources to 

cater for extreme environmental events, and the growth of the 
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horticulture and wine sector was a focus of the Water Forum 
supported by RDA-BGLAP, BGWA and The Barossa Council. 
Community and Industry discussed ideas to collaborate on research 
and infrastructure to improve water security and entrepreneurship 
within industry and community to better adapt to new water re-use 
systems. 

	  

	  
Far	  North	  
	  
• Women in Business Network – facilitated a presentation from Women 

in Business Network to a Desert Ladies Forum seeking participants 
interest in creating a support network for women in business in the 
remote areas of Far North SA. 

 
• Economic Modelling – assisted remote Local Government 

organisation in the preparation of a grant application for major 
infrastructure project, assistance also included provision of detailed 
economic modelling for project. 

 
• Regional Collaboration – hosted meeting across Natural Resource 

Management, Outback Communities Authority and RDA Far North 
Project Officers focused on projects of common interest and 
opportunities for collaborative partnerships. 

 
	  	  	  	   	  

Limestone	  Coast	  

•   RDALC representatives gained an in-depth understanding from Rail 
experts and industry leaders at The Future of Rail in Victoria 
Conference. Experts spoke about how a doubling of the freight task 
by 2050 will drive rail to be an efficient and viable alternative to road 
transport and also about the emerging technologies in rail. 
Developments in rail in Victoria are important to work we are 
undertaking around the rail network in the Limestone Coast and also 
as Victoria plays a key part in many of our supply chains. 

 
•    Skilled Migration - In August RDALC hosted the Hon. David Pisoni, 

Minister for Innovation and Skills as part of their Skilled Migration Event 
in partnership with Immigration SA. The Minister presented on the 
State's new Designated Area Migration Agreement to over 50 local 
business, industry and government representatives. He was joined by 
Immigration SA and Dept. of Home Affairs representatives, who spoke 
on the program in detail. 

 
•    In September, RDALC had the pleasure of hosting the Australian High 

Commissioner to Pakistan, Dr. Geoffrey Shaw. Dr. Shaw spent the day 
in Mount Gambier attending a wide range of events and meetings 
with local industry, education and local Government representatives, 
ensuring he left with a new found understanding of our region.  

	  
	  

	  

	  

Murraylands	  &	  Riverland	  

• Business Migrant Delegation: Following from a successful event in 
July, RDAMR will coordinate a Regional Trade Fair in October in 
collaboration with Immigration SA and the Australia China Business 
Council. A selection of regional producers will showcase product to 
150 Chinese business migrants. The event will provide a generous 
boost to export ready businesses and provide those seeking to 
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export, the opportunity to gain further information and build 
connections with business migrants ready to buy.  

 
• Workforce Attraction - Whilst the investment pipeline remains strong, an 

available workforce will become an increasingly critical regional issue. 
We are assessing the potential to partner with the Regional Australia 
Institute based on their national experience. Once project parameters 
and partners are determined, a steering committee will be convened 
and include representatives from State and Local Government. 

 
• Local Road Access Pilot Project - partnering with Grain 

Producers SA and MRLGA in the first instance to engage with 
Murraylands and Riverland member Councils to identify 
productivity gains through improved access on local roads – 
predominately first and last mile issues.  

 
 

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Whyalla	  and	  Eyre	  Peninsula	  

• Satellite Launch Facility - Southern Launch signs contract with South 
Korean Company Perigee Aerospace Inc. for rocket launch in 2020. 
The orbital facility being established near Port Lincoln in collaboration 
with RDAWEP and the 3 tiers of Government. 

 
• Hydrogen Project - The Hydrogen Utility joins Iron Road, EPCBH and 

RDAWEP in Cape Hardy Port Development and creates pathway for 
Australia’s first green credentialed manufacturing and export 
complex. 

 
• Migration – directly connecting employers, employees and 

community. Following the success of the Whyalla Migration Expo held 
in Adelaide with the Australian Migrant Resource Centre (AMRC), 
RDAWEP in collaboration with AMRC, Council, community and 
industry hosted a discover Whyalla event for 40 migrants interested in 
working at Whyalla and becoming part of the community. 

 
 

	   	  

Yorke	  and	  Mid	  North	  

• Through our Greenlight 2 Work RDAYMN engage 40 unemployed 
young people aged 17-24 years living in the Yorke and Mid North 
region who face challenges in gaining employment, as they do not 
have a driver’s licence. The program will be delivered over seven 
weeks (a total 5 individual) and includes industry visits to raise 
awareness of job opportunities in the local area, planned pathways to 
an achievable employment goal, job search skills, connection to local 
employers, achievement of Learner’s Permit and progress towards a 
Provisional Drivers Licence. 

 
• Utilising Drought Funding from the Clare and Gilbert Valleys Council, 

RDAYMN engaged Tourism E-School to develop a Clare Valley 
Destination Marketing and Management Plan. This follows the Clare 
Valley & Burra Tourism Research Project 2016 & the Clare Valley 
Tourism Region Re-Branding 2017.  The plan has been finalised with 97 
actions and provides a clear vision articulated by industry 
stakeholders and businesses to competitively position the Clare Valley 
Tourism Region.  Key local government and councils have agreed 
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actions and  RDAYMN has already undertaken a famile to Flinders 
Ranges, introduced a regional and individual  audit for 55 businesses, 
launched a joint EOI for land for luxury accommodation and a photo 
shoot.	  

	  

 
Collaborative Projects 
 
• Annual Freight Council Conference - The RDSA Chair convened a 

panel session at the Annual Freight Council Conference. The CEO's of 
Limestone Coast, Yorke and Mid North and Whyalla Eyre Peninsula all 
presented and took questions.  

This was a good opportunity to highlight to the broader freight and 
logistics industry the needs of, and actions in the regions. Much 
interest was shown in what we do, and there was a lot of interest 
shown regards the RDSA Infrastructure Prioritisation Project.  

 
For any inquiries please contact: Rob Kerin, Chair - Regional Development South Australia, (RDSA).  
e:  robkerin@ymail.com       w: https://www.regionaldevelopmentsa.com.au 
	  

	  


